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Based on a course  held a t  Chelsea College, London, i n  1983, t h i s  book 

b r i n g s  together cont r ibu t ions  f r o m  severa l  highly respec ted  members of 

t h e  United Kingdom ( U K )  nuclear  medicine community. These papers  a r e  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  two sec t ions ,  t h e  first deal ing with radiopharmaceut icals ,  

and  t h e  second with contemporary radiopharmacy prac t ice .  

Par t  one provides  papers  i n  six areas ;  new rad ionucl ides  and generators  

( spec i f ica l ly  posi t ron emit t ing i s o t o p e s ) ,  radiopharmaceut icals  for lung  

and  gas t r ic  s t u d i e s ,  immunoscintigraphy. cel l  l abe l l ing  with In-111 

complexes, and 1-123 radiopharmaceut icals .  These papers  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

spec ia l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  a u t h o r s ,  and  provide  a n  in te res t ing  and 

comprehensive in t roduct ion  t o  these  s u b j e c t s  for  those unfamiliar or  new 

to these  topics .  The a u t h o r s  concentrate  on basic  p r i n c i p l e s  of modes 

of act ion and  select ion of s u i t a b l e  radiopharmaceut icals ,  a n d ,  i n  severa l  

c h a p t e r s ,  on t h e  preparat ion of these  radiopharmaceut icals .  There  a r e  many 

important  a r e a s  of nuclear  medicine which a r e  not covered,  notably Tc-99m 

radiopharmaceut icals ,  which unfortunately l imi t s  t h e  book a s  a n  

in t roductory  t e x t .  

Safe and  eff ic ient  operat ion of radiopharmacies  is t h e  theme of t h e  second 

p a r t  of t h i s  book. Inc luded  a r e  c h a p t e r s  on t h e  design of both local and  

cent ra l  radiopharmacies ,  and  safety aspec ts  of rad ia t ion  protect ion and  

environmental  control .  Also added  t o  t h i s  sect ion a r e  chapters  descr ibi i lg  

radiopharmaceut icals  for  therapy .  and fac tors  which might a l t e r  radio-  

pharmaceutical b iodis t r ibu t ion .  Again, aimed pr imar i ly  a t  those with l i t t l e  

prev ious  exper ience  of these  f ie lds .  these  c h a p t e r s  offer sound advice 

and  information. The prac t ices  descr ibed  re la te  to  regula t ions  within t h e  

U K .  r e q u i r i n g  non-UK radiopharmacis ts  to  check for  themselves  on local 

requi rements .  
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Some of t h e  e a r l y  c h a p t e r s  were prepared  i n  1983, so natura l ly  fa i l  to  

provide  de ta i l s  of t h e  most recent  developments. Overa l l ,  however, t h i s  

volume provides  a useful  introduct ion to  those r e q u i r i n g  some background 

information in to  t h e  theory  and  prac t ice  of radiopharmacy . 
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